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On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday have I been to a Kindergarden, called Adelgården. It is a special Kindergarden, because they are very into the nature. Everyday they go by bus to Frederikssund (about 1 hour driving)  to make trips in the wood and take care of the animals. It is a big area, with a lot of trees and fields. All the fields are shielded with gates. Only the staff is allowed to open the gate. These rules are very clear for the children. I was wondering what happened if a child opens the gate. And it happened, so I was actually glad to see this. One of the employees came and told them something in Danish. I asked him after that what he told the children. He said to me that he explained the rules again. That’s it? Yes, that’s it. I’m not going to make it  big issue, because they know the rules. 

So in short, the children have a lot of freedom, but they know what happens if they broke the rules. 

During my visit have I seen a lot of differences between this Kindergarden and a school or institution in The Netherlands. For example the stuff. In Netherlands aren’t a lot of men who are working in a school of institution. But in this Kindergarden were on Wednesday and Thursday 3 of the 6 employees a man. Good to know: man are actually very welcome to work in a school in The Netherlands.

Another example is about playing with “dangerous” materials, like saws and knifes. They are allowed to use the materials to make things out of wooden. I have never seen this before in The Netherlands. What happens if it goes wrong? The answer was very simple: they won’t do that again. I think this is a good point. I think in The Netherlands we are very overanxious. Sometimes children learn a lot of making a mistake. Another example about this fact. The children are allowed in the wood to climb in trees. In The Netherlands you are not allowed to. Because we think it’s dangerous. But one of the staff told me that children need to know their limits. I think it’s a good point, because if you know your limit, you will not exceed them. 

The first lunch I was very surprised about the structure. The children have a lot of freedom during playtime, but during the lunch they need to listen to each other. They need to be quiet if somebody is talking. I didn’t expect this, but I think it’s very important. They have to learn that they need to listen to each other. It’s a hard process for children. They can’t wait to say something. The grown up’s are very strict about this. I also think that’s a good thing. Otherwise the children won’t learn it. 

So I think the relationship between the grown up’s and the children is very good. The children learn a lot of things. 

So, I was very surprised during this visit about several things. I learned different things, because we have another interpretation in The Netherlands about some things. 

